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PLATE XCIV
RELIGION.   A CHRISTIAN SECT

i, 2, 4. FRESCOES OF A GRAVE RECENTLY DIS-
COVERED AT ROME in the Viale Manzoni. The grave was
a common grave of members of a Christian sect of which the
nucleus was formed by the family of the Aurelii. The various
subterranean chambers of this grave are decorated with
frescoes. Especially rich is the decoration of the main chamber.
Here the history of the sect is told in the pictures of the vault,
and the prophets or apostles of the new sect are portrayed on
the walls. Figs, i and 2 show two wonderful heads of these
prophets ; fig. 4 represents a bearded ascetic figure seated on
a rock and reading a book with great attention, while his flock
is grazing in the plain. The scene may represent Christ and
his apostles. Comp. pi. LXII, where the scene of initiation
of three naked mystae in the presence of a prophet and pro-
phetess is reproduced. 3rd cent. A. D. Viale Manzoni, Rome.

3. FRESCO OF THE PAINTED GRAVE UNDER
S. SEBASTIANO (comp. pi XCIII). The apotheosis of
the deceased.
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